
E
d

ito
r
’s

 
n

o
te

: 
T

h
is

 
a
r
tic

le
 
w

a
s
 
o
r
ig

in
a
lly

 

p
u

b
lis

h
e
d

 
in

 
H

a
tc

h
 

M
a
g
a
z
in

e
 

(w
w

w
.h

a
tc

h
-

m
a
g
.c

o
m

) 
a
n

d
 
h

a
s
 
b
e
e
n

 
r
e
p
r
in

te
d

 
w

ith
 
p
e
r
-

m
is

s
io

n
.

By Dom
inic Agostini

It’s not every day you are greeted by the 
sm

ell of bait at your doorstep and is rarer still 
to revel in such a fishy odor w

afting through 
your neighborhood. B

ut there I w
as, follow

-
ing m

y sense of sm
ell from

 m
y house in M

el-
bourne, F

L
, to the ocean, several blocks aw

ay. 
I clim

bed the boardw
alk steps and just past 

the shore break w
as a m

ass of pogy, sw
im

-
m

ing south.
F

inned, 
feathered, 

flippered 
and 

flip-
flopped predators —

 like m
e —

 w
ere there en-

joying the spoils of conservation. T
he aw

e-in-
spiring sight of the pogy served as a rem

inder 
of how

 far w
e’ve com

e and just how
 high the 

stakes w
ill be for “the m

ost im
portant fish in 
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Photo by Zsolt Takacs
A big silver tarpon blasts a ball of m

enhaden off a Jacksonville, FL, beach.

W
ill anglers

help save
m

enhaden?

By Rip W
oodin

CCA NC Editor

L
egislation 

to 
require 

conservation 
in the m

anagem
ent of state m

arine re-
sources w

as buried in com
m

ittee despite 
prom

ised support by the H
ouse R

epub-
lican leadership w

ho caved into a few
 

coastal legislators’ claim
s that the bill 

w
ould destroy com

m
ercial fishing.

T
he C

oastal F
isheries C

onservation 
and 

E
conom

ic 
D

evelopm
ent 

A
ct 

that 

enjoyed bipartisan support in the H
ouse 

included M
ajority L

eader R
ep. John B

ell 
am

ong its four prim
ary sponsors. It also 

had w
ide support outside the G

eneral 
A

ssem
bly from

 a broad coalition under 
the N

C
 Sound E

conom
y banner that in-

cluded the C
oastal C

onservation A
ssoci-

ation N
C

, A
m

erican Sportfishing A
ssoci-

ation, N
ational M

arine M
anufacturers, 

N
.C

. W
ildlife F

ederation, the N
orth C

ar-
olina C

ham
ber of C

om
m

erce and other 
organizations. 

C
C

A
 

N
C

 
gave 

the 
coalition 

effort 
m

ore than $100,000 to w
rite and pro-

m
ote H

B
867. T

he coalition also funded 
the m

ost com
prehensive biological and 

econom
ic study on state coastal fisher-

ies ever com
m

issioned, w
hich w

ill be 
very useful in the future to a variety of 
researchers.

O
nce the bill cam

e up for discussion in 
the R

epublican caucus, w
here the future 

of m
ost legislation is determ

ined, the 
m

em
bers ignored this biological and eco-

nom
ic study that show

ed the potential 
for a m

ulti-billion dollar positive im
pact 

on N
orth C

arolina from
 the adoption of 

the 
conservation 

m
anagem

ent 
princi-

ples in H
B

867, said D
avid Sneed, exec-

utive director of C
C

A
 N

C
. 

A
lthough 

H
B

867 
did 

not 
rem

otely 
target any com

m
ercial fishing quotas, 

it w
ould have required the N

.C
. D

ivi-
sion of M

arine F
isheries to m

anage the 

H
ouse group blocks fisheries reform

See R
EFO

R
M

, 2

See M
EN

H
AD

EN
, 6
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Action w
as busy at the Legislative Building w

here dissent in the GO
P Caucus stalled action on H

B867. 

state’s shellfish and m
arine resources for long-term

 
grow

th rather than m
axim

um
 harvest, as is the case 

now
.  T

his practice has led to only four of 22 currently 
m

anaged species being listed as “viable” w
hile the oth-

er species are in trouble.
A

cting on behalf of the shrim
ping and com

m
ercial 

fishing industry, a sm
all but vocal faction of pro-com

-
m

ercial legislators including R
eps. B

everly B
osw

ell, M
i-

chael Speciale and L
arry P

ittm
an disrupted the R

epub-
lican caucus w

ith their adam
ant opposition to the bill, 

although w
hen queried, no specific reasons w

ere ever 
cited. A

ttem
pts to m

eet w
ith the representatives to hear 

their concerns w
ere rebuffed, Sneed said. T

he lobbyist 
for the com

m
ercial N

.C
. F

isheries A
ssociation cam

e out 
w

ith im
m

ediate opposition to the reform
 effort even 

w
hile confessing he had not bothered to read the bill.
R

eps. L
arry Y

arborough, Jay A
dam

s and T
ed D

a-
vis led R

epublican efforts to m
ove H

B
867 forw

ard, and 
R

ep. B
illy R

ichardson cham
pioned the D

em
ocratic side 

of the aisle to build bipartisan support, but as the ses-
sion entered its final w

eeks, the expected support from
 

H
ouse leadership never happened. T

here w
ere enough 

votes on both sides of the aisle to pass in the H
ouse, 

and the Senate w
as ready for H

B
867 to com

e over. T
he 

vocal opposition behind closed doors by a handful of 
representatives in the R

epublican caucus w
as enough 

for H
ouse leadership to delay the bill.

Instead, late in the session a half-hearted “com
pro-

m
ise bill” w

as floated that contained none of the pro-
gressive m

anagem
ent principles from

 H
B

867. T
he com

-
prom

ise bill w
ould have returned fisheries m

anagem
ent 

to the disastrous level before the current F
isheries R

e-
form

 A
ct of 1997 w

as enacted. “N
othing in the com

pro-
m

ise bill w
ould have done anything to help im

prove our 
coastal fish stocks or grow

 our total fishing econom
y,” 

said C
C

A
 N

C
 C

hairm
an B

ud A
bbott of H

arkers Island.
“So, in the end, the sam

e old rhetoric regarding an 
attack on com

m
ercial fishing w

as accepted and the 
only objective facts in the debate w

ere ignored,” said 
A

bbott, pointing to the current list of viable fish spe-
cies. T

he legislators, w
ho say they w

ant m
ore jobs, 

com
pletely ignored the econom

ic study conducted by 
a U

N
C

-W
ilm

ington professor that supported a $4.2 
billion positive econom

ic im
pact to our fishing econo-

m
y from

 a m
ore conservative m

anagem
ent approach, 

A
bbott continued.
“W

e 
w

ere 
told 

H
ouse 

Speaker 
T

im
 

M
oore 

had 
charged Senior P

olicy A
dvisor M

itch G
illespie, and 

R
eps. L

arry Y
arborough and B

everly B
osw

ell, w
ith 

‘fixing’ the problem
 w

ithin the caucus by com
ing up 

w
ith a com

prom
ise on fisheries reform

 legislation,” 
Sneed recalled. 

P
rom

ises of stakeholder m
eetings never m

ateri-
alized and the only “com

prom
ise” that w

as ever put 
dow

n on paper focused on reinstituting the Joint L
eg-

islative C
om

m
ittee on Seafood and A

quaculture to con-
duct yet another study. “A

nd even w
orse, it proposed 

changing the m
ake-up of the N

.C
. M

arine F
isheries 

C
om

m
ission by elim

inating the tw
o at-large seats and 

replacing them
 w

ith another com
m

ercial industry and 
recreational fishing representative,” Sneed continued. 

T
he only thing from

 H
B

867 included in the “com
-

prom
ise” draft w

as a definition of “by-catch.” W
here 

H
B

867 took the definition a step further by proposing 
action to reduce by-catch w

aste, the “com
prom

ise bill” 
proposed no action at all that w

ould help im
prove our 

fisheries, explained Sneed w
ho served as the C

C
A

 N
C

 
lobbyist during the session.

“So, w
hile C

C
A

 and its coalition partners w
ere phys-

ically present at the G
eneral A

ssem
bly every day of 

the session to talk w
ith legislators about the m

erits of 
H

B
867 and answ

er any questions or concerns w
ith the 

bill, w
e w

ere ultim
ately blam

ed for tabling the bill be-
cause w

e w
ere unw

illing to com
prom

ise,” he said. “T
he 

reality is w
e w

ere in daily contact w
ith the bill spon-

sors and even attem
pted to schedule m

eetings w
ith the 

m
ost vocal opponents of the bill, R

eps. M
ichael Spe-

ciale, L
arry P

ittm
an and C

hris M
illis, yet they never 

took us up on our offer to hear their concerns.”
A

s the last days of the G
eneral A

ssem
bly w

ound 
dow

n and bills flew
 back and forth betw

een cham
bers, 

pro-com
m

ercial fishing legislators successfully am
end-

ed H
B

56 that w
ould have m

ade the N
.C

. M
arine F

ish-
eries C

om
m

ission pow
erless. T

he current nine-m
em

-
ber, pro-resource board w

ould have been cut to seven 
m

em
bers w

ith a five-vote superm
ajority required to 

pass any rule, Sneed explained. 
T

he am
endm

ent, tucked into a vast environm
en-

tal law
 bill, passed both cham

bers but w
as stricken 

during conference com
m

ittee negotiations at the urg-
ing of C

C
A

 N
C

, he added.
A

bbott believes had C
C

A
 N

C
 and its coalition part-

ners not been actively engaged during the legislative 
session, any num

ber of attem
pts to w

eaken the already 
fragile M

arine F
isheries C

om
m

ission w
ould have slid 

right through w
ithout any opposition. “H

aving C
C

A
 

N
C

 in R
aleigh as the w

atchdog for the interests of 
recreational fisherm

en and conservationists is invalu-
able,” the C

C
A

 N
C

 chairm
an said. 

“T
he w

ay that H
ouse leadership recognized the dam

-
age these M

F
C

 reform
 efforts w

ould have had on fish-
eries m

anagem
ent is very positive. T

he H
ouse had no 

problem
 standing up to the bad provisions sent over 

from
 the Senate.”

T
he m

ost troubling takeaw
ay from

 the session, how
-

ever, w
as the w

ay opponents of fisheries m
anagem

ent 
reform

 dig in and refuse to engage in any m
eaningful 

dialogue as soon as you breathe the w
ord “conserva-

tion,” Sneed concluded. “C
onservation does not m

ean 
an end to com

m
ercial fishing, it creates a better future 

for all fisherm
en.”

“So, in the end, the sam
e old 

rhetoric regarding an attack on 
com

m
ercial fishing was accepted 

and the only objective facts in the 
debate were ignored.”

Bud Abbott
CCAN

C chairm
an



D
uring Septem

ber and O
ctober, the 

A
tlantic States M

arine F
isheries 

C
om

m
ission (A

SM
F

C
) w

ill hold 
public hearings on A

m
endm

ent 3 to its 
Interstate M

enhaden F
ishery M

anage-
m

ent P
lan.  A

 final decision w
ill com

e 
from

 a vote at its N
ov. 13-14 m

eeting in 
L

inthicum
, M

D
.  

A
tlantic M

enhaden, nicknam
ed “bun-

ker” up north and “pogy” in the south, 
are called “the m

ost im
portant fish in 

the sea” —
 a statem

ent coined from
 the 

exact title of a book w
ritten by H

. B
ruce 

F
ranklin.  A

tlantic m
enhaden are a ba-

sic food or forage fish for m
any sport and 

com
m

ercially im
portant fish, along w

ith 
dolphin, w

hales and osprey. T
hey are 

the basic building block upon w
hich all 

other ocean species of fish can thrive.  
M

enhaden, high in oil and fat, pack a 
big energy punch for the predators that 
eat them

. If m
enhaden are not available, 

predator fish w
ill pursue low

er energy 
prey like crabs and bottom

 fish for food. 
M

any predator fish that utilize m
enha-

den as a food source (striped bass, cobia 
and king m

ackerel) are in decline so 
the need for greater m

enhaden stock is 
clear. 

T
he story and the options for m

enha-
den m

anagem
ent are long and com

plex.  
N

early all m
enhaden are harvested by 

a single large fishing corporation, O
m

e-
ga P

rotein, headquartered in H
ouston, 

T
exas. T

he catch is processed in its m
e-

ga-processing plant in R
eedville, V

A
.  

O
m

ega P
rotein has a near-m

onopoly on 
m

enhaden harvest in the A
tlantic and 

G
ulf.
M

enhaden products go into num
erous 

consum
er item

s. T
he oil is used in things 

like om
ega-3 health supplem

ents, lip-
stick and antirust lubricants. T

he dry 
fish m

eal is used in anim
al, fish and 

poultry feed, and as a protein supple-
m

ent w
ithin food in som

e poor countries.
U

ntil 2013, the fish w
ere com

m
ercial-

ly netted w
ith no quota or cap on the 

catch.  T
here w

as and still is a 
harvest 

by 
sm

all 
com

m
ercial 

fishing 
operations 

that 
supply 

bait for recreational fisherm
an 

and 
to 

com
m

ercial 
fisherm

en 
w

ho trap lobsters or crabs. 
B

y 2011, the estim
ated num

-
ber of m

enhaden had fallen to as 
low

 as 8 percent of the historical 
population expected if no fishing 
occurred. 

T
he 

m
enhaden 

and 
m

any predator fish that depend 
on them

 as forage w
ere in sharp 

decline.  
In 2012 the A

SM
F

C
 im

ple-
m

ented a harvest reduction of 20 per-
cent that began in 2013, w

ith a com
-

m
ercial netting quota of 170,000 m

etric 
tons that has increased in the past five 
years to 200,000 m

etric tons. T
he 2018 

quota is undeterm
ined but expected to 

increase. O
m

ega P
rotein is lobbying for 

m
ore, m

uch m
ore.

T
he 20 percent reduction in harvest 

had notable effects w
ithin one year. In 

2013 
after 

being 
absent 

for 
decades, 

creatures like hum
pback w

hales show
ed 

up in N
ew

 Y
ork city w

aters, feasting on 
m

enhaden. T
his has continued yearly 

during sum
m

er and fall to the delight 
of the new

 w
hale w

atching charter busi-
nesses in N

ew
 Jersey and N

ew
 Y

ork. 
T

here are five options that w
ill be 

considered by the A
SM

F
C

 to m
anage 

m
enhaden going forw

ard. O
ne is status 

quo, w
hich w

ill continue to increase the 
quota annually as the m

enhaden popu-
lation appears to increase. O

ther options 
take a “single species m

anagem
ent ap-

proach.” T
his approach treats the A

tlan-
tic m

enhaden as a stand-alone fishery 
and species w

here abundance is 
of no consequence except to its 
ow

n 
population. 

M
ost 

m
arine 

fisheries 
are 

m
anaged 

in 
this 

m
anner. It is the old w

ay. F
ish-

ery m
anagers m

aintain the fish 
to sustain a level population, yet 
allow

 for the m
axim

um
 catch the 

species can bear w
ithout starting 

to decline.  
T

he A
tlantic m

enhaden fish-
ery is of little direct com

m
ercial 

value to anyone but the near 
m

onopoly represented by O
m

ega 
P

rotein. 
T

o m
anage a fishery and species such 

as 
A

tlantic 
m

enhaden, 
that 

is 
m

ost 
valuable as a food or forage source for 
other species, requires a new

er, m
od-

ern insightful fishery m
anagem

ent plan 
(F

M
P

). A
 forage species m

ust be m
an-

aged for great abundance to be readily 
available for predators and to the general 
ecosystem

, not for m
axim

um
 take from

 a 
fishing operation. 

E
B

M
S has already been considered, 

developed, and in som
e cases, im

ple-
m

ented w
ithin federal fisheries m

an-
agem

ent on the W
est C

oast, and in the 
A

tlantic 
by 

the 
M

id-A
tlantic 

F
ishery 

M
anagem

ent C
ouncil (M

A
F

M
C

). It is 
tim

e the A
SM

F
C

 adopt the practice for 
A

tlantic m
enhaden m

anagem
ent.

C
C

A
 and other conservation organi-

zations are advocating for O
ption E

 in 
Section 2.6 of A

m
endm

ent 3 in the A
SM

-
F

C
’s Interstate M

enhaden F
ishery M

an-
agem

ent P
lan. O

ption E
 w

ill introduce 
w

hat fishery m
anagers call interim

 E
co-

logical R
eference P

oints (E
R

P
s).  E

ssen-
tially, the E

R
P

s stop the bleeding and 
allow

 for som
ething to be done in the in-

terim
 to further enhance the m

enhaden 
population and abundance.  

O
ption E

 w
ill target m

aintaining the 
m

enhaden 
population/biom

ass 
at 

75 
percent of the historical population that 
w

ould be expected if no fishing occurred.  
A

 low
er lim

it of 40 percent of the bio-
m

ass expected in an historical unfished 
population w

ill be im
plem

ented as a 
hard control. Should the m

enhaden pop-
ulation fall below

 the 40 percent lim
it, 

then fishing for the species w
ill stop un-

til the population rebuilds.
It is im

portant to sport fishing inter-
ests that O

ption E
 is adopted and im

-
plem

ented. It is an interim
 m

easure, is 
based upon the 2017 stock assessm

ent 
and proposed in the spirit of getting 
som

ething done now
 to further expand 

m
enhaden abundance.
T

o fully develop final E
R

P
s w

ithin 
an 

A
tlantic 

M
enhaden 

F
ishery 

M
an-

agem
ent P

lan could take until 2022 to 
reach 

full 
im

plem
entation. 

A
nother 

stock assessm
ent w

ill be com
pleted in 

2019.  R
ead the draft docum

ent for the 
am

endm
ent on asm

fc.org w
ebsite.

So w
hat can you do?

W
rite the A

SM
F

C
 and tell it you w

ant 
m

enhaden m
anagem

ent changed. T
he 

A
SM

F
C

 w
ill hold a vote on A

m
endm

ent 
3, and set the 2018 catch lim

it, at its 
m

eeting N
ov. 13-14.
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A
 day of fishing on the O

uter Banks teaches a lesson in hum
ility 

By Bill M
andulak

CCA NC W
riter

A
rguably the best offshore fishing on 

the east coast is out of H
atteras Inlet. O

f 
course, H

atteras Inlet can be a challenge 
w

ith its w
inding channel. O

n our return 
from

 offshore that day, w
e had a choppy 

ride across the bar and w
ere follow

ing 
the buoys tow

ard the sound. H
ow

ever, I 

m
issed a buoy and got into a foot of w

a-
ter very quickly. 

A
fter 

m
uch 

m
aneuvering 

w
ith 

the 
crew

 running bow
 to stern and rocking 

the boat, w
e m

anaged to inch our w
ay 

back to the channel after tilting the m
o-

tors up and spew
ing lots of w

ater, sand 
and m

ud high into the air. F
ortunately, 

only one boat w
itnessed m

y em
barrass-

ingly poor piloting. W
e carefully m

ade 

our w
ay back to the dock.     

W
hile cleaning up back at our cottage, 

w
e w

ere surprised to see a fire truck, 
w

ith lights on and siren blaring, m
ake 

its w
ay to our m

ore central cottage w
here 

w
e all ate. A

pparently, our cook for the 
night had badly burned our dinner caus-
ing the fire alarm

 to go off. T
he alarm

 in 
the rental autom

atically sum
m

oned the 
fire departm

ent to check for fire and do 

the required reset of the alarm
. 

O
ur cook apologized for his ineptitude 

and thanked the firem
en for their help. 

O
ne of the firem

en replied, “That’s noth-
ing, w

e saw
 this idiot put his 25-footer on 

the shoals at H
atteras Inlet today. H

e w
as 

dam
n lucky to get it off before low

 tide! 
H

ave a good day.”  N
o one said a w

ord.
It w

as just another day on the O
uter 

B
anks for our crew

.



A
s 

the 
fall 

fishing 
m

igration 
starts to ram

p up, I think about 
the opportunities w

e have as 
coastal fisherm

en w
ith m

ixed feelings.  
T

he boat ram
ps are starting to fill up, pier fisherm

en have started 
to increase and w

e w
ill soon see w

aders in their favorite trout and 
drum

 holes as w
ell as kayak fisherm

en.  
Som

e bring their friends to celebrate this annual fall 
fishing season w

hile fam
ilies teach their children the great 

enjoym
ent of our coastal fisheries. T

ackle shops, m
arinas, 

m
otels, restaurants, retailers and m

any others benefit from
 

expenditures of those involved in the fall fishing m
igration.

B
ut there is a dow

nside to this happy exuberance. N
orth 

C
arolina’s fall fishing m

igration is a far cry from
 w

hat it 
w

as just tw
o or three decades ago. 

A
s fish stocks fall, the m

igration has declined so w
e have 

lost som
e piers, tackle shops, restaurants, stores and m

o-
tels in this dow

nw
ard spiral. T

he N
.C

. D
ivision of M

arine 
F

isheries stock status report for 2016 listed only four spe-
cies of 22 m

anaged fin and shellfish as viable, w
hile in 1998 

there w
ere 10 of 22 viable.

L
egislators B

everly B
osw

ell, M
ichael Speciale, C

hris M
illis, L

ar-
ry P

ittm
an, B

ob Steinburg, B
ill C

ook, Jerry T
illm

an and N
orm

an 
Sanderson w

ill not adm
it their loyal support for only com

m
ercial 

fishing interests has truly harm
ed their districts’ businesses and 

citizens as our fall fishing m
igrations continue to decrease. 

A
ll econom

ic studies have show
n that recreational fishing pro-

vides m
any tim

es the financial stim
ulus of com

m
ercial fishing year 

after year.  The very legislators w
ho should be w

orking to restore our 
coastal fisheries to help their districts’ businesses, citizens and com

-
m

ercial harvests are doing everything they can to help destroy w
hat 

is left of our fish stocks. A
nd in doing so, the w

aterm
an’s w

ay of life.
H

ow
 are these legislators destroying our fish stocks? T

hey re-

fuse to support any legislation that w
ill 

im
prove the stocks, instead speaking 

loudly to kill the sam
e proposals. T

hey 
argue that it w

ill close dow
n the com

-
m

ercial fishing industry, w
hen in fact these sim

ilar legislative ac-
tions have helped T

exas, F
lorida, L

ouisiana, M
ississippi, A

labam
a 

and other states restore their fisheries, increase their com
-

m
ercial harvests and bring back their recreational fisher-

m
en.  
N

orth C
arolina’s com

m
ercial harvest is ranked seventh 

of the nine southeastern states yet w
e have the m

ost le-
nient com

m
ercial fishing regulations in the southeast.  

O
ur state has the second largest estuarine w

aters in the 
southeast behind L

ouisiana, but our com
bined com

m
ercial 

and recreational fish harvests are less than 5 percent of 
that G

ulf state. N
orth C

arolina’s governm
ent and leaders 

are doing som
ething terribly w

rong.
W

hat is w
rong is the destructive com

m
ercial gears like 

otter traw
ls, oyster dredges and gill nets used in our estu-

arine w
aters that continue to kill over 500 m

illion non-tar-
geted species each year, w

hich could restore our stocks so all citi-
zens could enjoy the benefits of coastal fisheries.  

C
C

A
 N

C
 has been a vital part of the fisheries reform

 actions 
w

hich have included H
ouse B

ill 867, the Shrim
p B

y-catch R
educ-

tion P
etition, the upcom

ing Striped B
ass P

etition, stopping the 
O

m
ega m

enhaden harvest off our coast, protecting the integrity of 
the N

.C
. M

arine F
isheries C

om
m

ission and creating a coalition to 
m

ake the voice for conserving our coastal resources stronger.  
T

he reconstitution of the M
F

C
 that now

 has a pro-resource m
a-

jority is going to be crucial in future fishery reform
. C

C
A

 N
C

’s lead-
ing goal in 2013 w

as to change the m
ajority voting pow

er of the 

Legislators have misplaced priorities on fisheries
CH

AIR
M

AN
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R

T
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B
eing 

a 
native 

of 
Sw

an 
Q

uarter and H
yde C

ounty 
as w

ell as a fishing guide, 
I am

 torn by the argum
ent be-

tw
een 

com
m

ercial 
and 

recre-
ational fisherm

en in this state. 
A

s a fishing guide, I love to 
see the C

C
A

 lobby for rights of 
recreational fisherm

en as w
ell 

as coastal conservation. I think 
w

hat the C
C

A
 is doing is good 

for 
the 

future 
of 

our 
coastal 

w
aters. T

he ban of nets and in-
land shrim

ping w
ould m

ake our 
fishing in the sound and river 
system

s surpass those of F
lor-

ida, L
ouisiana and T

exas. T
his 

w
ould bring m

ore business to 
guides such as m

yself and oth-
ers. A

lthough as a native of H
yde 

C
ounty, fishing and farm

ing is 
w

hat this county’s econom
y is 

based on. If this county loses 
its com

m
ercial fishing industry, 

the county as a w
hole w

ill be no 
m

ore. T
he only thing that keeps 

H
yde C

ounty afloat in the w
in-

ter is the influx of hunters. E
at-

ing at local restaurants, staying 
at the m

otels, buying groceries, 
purchasing oysters, etc. 

T
he sad thing is a lot of the 

recreational 
fisherm

en 
w

ho 
venture east to this coastal par-
adise in the spring and sum

m
er 

to fish do not spend any m
oney 

in the county. T
hey com

e here, 
they fish for the day, and then 
they leave. F

rom
 w

hat locals 

tell m
e, this is a m

ajor reason 
for the hostility tow

ards recre-
ational fisherm

en by com
m

er-
cial fisherm

en in this area. 
W

hat w
orries m

e m
ore than 

anything 
is 

constant 
fighting 

going on betw
een com

m
ercial 

fisherm
en and recreational an-

glers. If both sides could w
ork 

together to increase the habitat 
in the P

am
lico Sound, then both 

sides w
ould be able to exist in 

N
orth C

arolina.

C
ap

t. G
reyson

 D
avis

S
w

a
n

 Q
u

a
r
te

r
, N

.C
.

G
uide sees both sides of fight over resource

LETTER
 TO

 TH
E ED

ITO
R



T
here w

as high hope am
ong C

C
A

 N
C

 board 
m

em
bers and staff w

hen the 2017 G
eneral A

s-
sem

bly began its long session in January. A
 

thoughtful, fair but still revolutionary bill to change 
the w

ay state m
arine resources are m

anaged w
as 

ready for introduction. 
A

 coalition of sport fishing m
anufactures and con-

servation organizations w
as behind the bill w

ith both 
w

ords and m
oney. B

est of all, the R
epublican H

ouse 
leadership prom

ised support as w
ell. 

T
hen w

e w
aited. A

nd w
aited. P

latitudes and prom
is-

es floated in the air but suddenly adjournm
ent w

as tw
o 

w
eeks aw

ay and nothing w
as happening. H

B
867 never 

even cam
e up for a com

m
ittee vote m

uch less got to the 
floor w

here bipartisan support supposedly w
aited.

W
e w

ere had. W
e learned the bill w

as going to split 
the R

epublican caucus, w
hich approves m

ost legis-
lation, and the leadership didn’t w

ant that. A
nother 

rum
or w

as som
eone very pow

erful called the Speak-
er. P

ick your excuse, real or im
agined.

H
ere are the truthful lessons learned from

 the 
2017 G

eneral A
ssem

bly.
T

he coalition under the N
C

 Sound E
conom

y ban-
ner had good ideas, energy and a positive strategy. 
D

r. L
ouis D

aniel, the form
er and longest serving M

a-
rine F

isheries director, said H
B

867 could be fully im
-

plem
ented despite w

hat the adm
inistration believed. 

H
e gave the legislation his blessing as a logical step 

necessary to recover fish stocks.
C

C
A

 N
C

 E
xecutive D

irector D
avid Sneed started 

the session as a naïve, rookie lobbyist but through 
tenacity and know

ledge em
erged as a respected pro-

fessional w
ho w

ill help C
C

A
 N

C
 trem

endously in the 
years ahead.

O
n the larger negative side, the solution to our 

m
ism

anaged fisheries w
ill not com

e from
 R

aleigh in 
the foreseeable future. T

he leadership in both politi-
cal parties is extrem

ely w
eak. B

oth parties. T
hat in-

cludes the G
overnor’s O

ffice too.
Y

ou can’t take anything at face value that you’re 
told behind the scenes from

 the leadership in ei-

ther party. Ignorance continues to be bliss on Jones 
Street. T

hey don’t understand the issues, nor do they 
w

ant to.
U

nfortunately, the w
hole issue of fisheries m

an-
agem

ent still is cast as com
bat betw

een recreational 
and com

m
ercial fisherm

en for allocation of lim
ited 

fish. A
nd the legislators view

 C
C

A
 N

C
 as a front for 

recreational anglers rather than a conservation orga-
nization as it is seen in 16 other states. 

W
ith the level of dysfunction in the legislature 

w
here the tail often w

ags the dog, if H
B

867 had got-
ten to the floor it m

ight have been defeated by som
e 

D
em

ocrats because it cam
e out of the R

epublican 
P

arty; yet it is legislation that D
em

ocrats w
ould nor-

m
ally support.
T

here is also plenty of blam
e to lie on the G

over-
nor’s doorstep. A

lthough G
ov. R

oy C
ooper pays lip 

service to fisheries issues, the adm
inistration pas-

sively if not openly opposed it. N
obody from

 the ad-
m

inistration understands or cares about fisheries. 
N

or does anyone on Jones Street w
here facts don’t 

m
atter. T

hat show
s by the disregard of our econom

ic 
study and the scary stock status reports com

ing out 
of the D

M
F

.
C

onservation organizations don’t have any stal-
w

arts w
ho w

ill fight to the end for our causes w
hile 

com
m

ercial fishing interests have a num
ber of back-

ers. A
nd finally, the vast public is uninform

ed and 
apathetic on the issue. W

hile that’s our fault, edu-
cating literally m

illions of N
orth C

arolinians about 
the public trust resource that belongs to them

 is a 
m

ountainous task.

W
ith apologies to C

lint E
astw

ood, I saw
 the bad, 

the ugly and the good this past sum
m

er as a 
rookie lobbyist for C

C
A

 N
C

 during the G
eneral 

A
ssem

bly’s 2017 “long session” in R
aleigh.

T
he “bad” snuck up on m

e w
hen the R

epublican 
H

ouse leadership, despite prom
ises to the contrary, al-

low
ed a handful of legislators to block our fisheries re-

form
 act know

n as H
ouse B

ill 867. O
stensibly the lead-

ership, including one of the bill’s m
ain sponsors, didn’t 

w
ant to cause dissension in the G

O
P

 C
aucus. G

o figure.
T

he “ugly” w
as right on the heels of the “bad.” T

hose 
stalw

art backers of the com
m

ercial fishing industry 
never read the bill to see w

hat it contained and refused 
to m

eet w
ith m

e to explain their concerns. T
he job of a 

lobbyist is to listen and inform
. I never got that chance.

N
ow

 the “good,” w
hich cam

e in the closing days of 
the session, gave m

e hope that saner m
inds som

etim
es 

prevail. Several coastal senators, acting on behalf of the 
com

m
ercial industry, inserted an am

endm
ent into an 

om
nibus environm

ental bill that w
ould 

have gutted the N
.C

. M
arine F

isheries 
C

om
m

ission, reducing the num
ber of 

com
m

issioners and requiring a super-
m

ajority of five of seven votes to enact 
any regulation. 

T
hat w

ould have brought m
anage-

m
ent of the state’s m

arine resources 
to a halt since three pro-resource or 
three pro-harvest votes could block any 
action. A

fter passing both legislative 
cham

bers, the H
ouse leadership w

isely 
deleted the am

endm
ent in the confer-

ence com
m

ittee. F
aith som

ew
hat re-

stored.
N

ow
 back to the beginning. W

ith scant dollars to 
spare, the leadership of C

C
A

 N
C

 decided not to hire 
a fulltim

e lobbyist, instead sending a passionate neo-
phyte into the lion’s den on Jones Street (location of the 

legislative building). Just w
alking into the N

.C
. L

eg-
islative B

uilding can be confusing for m
ost first-tim

e 
visitors, but trying to navigate the political hallw

ays 
w

hile lobbying for a w
orthy cause is a w

hole different 
voyage on unfam

iliar w
aters. F

or starters, I m
ust have 

w
alked m

iles around the L
egislative B

uilding during 
the first w

eeks of this year’s long session just trying to 
understand the num

bering pattern of the offices. 
T

hey tell m
e you just need to look at the quads like a 

baseball field. H
om

e plate is the lobby on Jones Street 
and then travel right around the bases. B

ut then w
hat 

about all those room
s in the m

iddle, and just try to find 
the stairs dow

n to the basem
ent for the cafeteria hid-

den in the m
iddle of these quads? Sounds sim

ple but 
going dow

n the w
rong set of stairs w

ill only drop you in 
the m

iddle of the underground parking lot.
O

nce you get com
fortable w

ith your surroundings, 

Fisheries solutions m
ight not be in R

aleigh

Rookie lobbyist reflects on frustrating ‘long session’
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False albacore gorging on bait fish.
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ENHADEN
From

 Page 1

O
fficial cooler of CCA N

C

the sea” and for anglers this N
ov.14. 

T
hat’s w

hen the A
tlantic States M

arine F
isheries 

C
om

m
ission is scheduled to vote on a plan that could 

transform
 the m

anagem
ent of A

tlantic m
enhaden from

 
a narrow

 single species approach —
 w

hich ignores the 
value of recreational fishing —

 to a big picture approach 
that w

ill protect m
enhaden and its role in the ecosystem

 
and our fisheries.

It’s hard to im
agine a fish that m

eans m
ore to the east 

coast than A
tlantic m

enhaden. V
irtually every region 

has its ow
n term

 of endearm
ent to describe these oily 

forage fish. C
all them

 pogy, fat-back, bunker, bughead, 
or by the N

ative A
m

erican vernacular (and m
outhful) 

“m
unnaw

hatteaûg,” 
but 

please 
don’t 

underestim
ate 

m
enhaden’s keystone role in east coast fisheries and 

m
arine ecosystem

s.
M

enhaden are sm
all, short-lived, a key food source 

for a m
yriad of predators from

 table fare to m
assive 

m
arine m

am
m

als and are historically abundant from
 

M
aine to F

lorida. Striped bass, tarpon, bluefin tuna, 
hum

pback w
hales and osprey are just a few

 notable 
m

em
bers of the M

enhaden D
iners C

lub. A
nd w

hen the 
sm

elly m
enhaden dinner bell rings, the feeding frenzy is 

an incredible sight to behold.
Such gatherings are profitable too. Schools of m

en-
haden and other forage fish lure and concentrate pred-
ators for people to catch. F

isherm
en, w

hale-w
atching 

tours, restaurants and m
ore reap the spoils in the form

 
of booked trips, photos and fresh local seafood. A

nd if 
m

y friends’ social m
edia feeds are any indication, this 

year has been a very good one for m
any guides in the 

northeast.
M

enhaden schools like the one I sniffed out are a good 
sign for a species that once endured decades of overfish-
ing by com

m
ercial fishing fleets. T

o this day m
enhaden 

are incorporated into a m
ultitude of products from

 live-
stock and pet feed, to om

ega-3 capsules, to cosm
etics.

T
he m

enhaden fishery quickly becam
e the biggest 

on the U
.S. east coast lacking an annual science-based 

catch lim
it and accountability m

easures, w
hich are 

norm
s for other popular species. A

 total of 25 m
enhaden 

processing plants sprouted up and dow
n the A

tlantic, 
including one in Jacksonville, F

L
. T

his unbridled ex-
pansion depleted m

enhaden at the cost of both pred-
ators and local econom

ies. T
oday, just one processing 

plant rem
ains, based at the heart of the m

enhaden’s 
range —

 the C
hesapeake B

ay —
 w

here the bulk of the 
rem

aining population grow
 up.

A
 turning point for conservation of this im

portant 
species cam

e in 2012, w
hen a coalition of recreational 

and com
m

ercial fisherm
en, conservation organizations, 

coastal business ow
ners and m

ore aligned their efforts 
in support of the first ever coast-w

ide catch cap for A
t-

lantic m
enhaden. T

he coalition’s m
ight, coupled w

ith 
the bravery of representatives from

 F
lorida and other 

A
tlantic State M

arine F
ishery C

om
m

ission (A
SM

F
C

) 
states, helped pass A

m
endm

ent 2, w
hich resulted in 

a 20 percent reduction in coast-w
ide catch. In term

s of 
num

bers of fish, A
m

endm
ent 2 m

eant that each year, 
three hundred m

illion m
ore m

enhaden w
ould rem

ain in 
the w

ater to enrich our fisheries.
Since that historic day, m

enhaden have been on the 
road to recovery. A

 2015 stock assessm
ent indicates 

that the m
enhaden population has been grow

ing and 
its range increasing and hopes are that the 2017 stock 
assessm

ent, due out this sum
m

er, w
ill show

 continued 
progress tow

ard rebuilding.
T

he com
m

ercial m
enhaden fishing industry has used 

this ongoing m
enhaden rebound to argue for a rever-

sal of course, advocating for large quota increases of 20 
to 40 percent. P

ushback from
 anglers, conservationists 

and scientists has slow
ed their progress, but after sev-

eral years the com
m

ercial fleet’s quota is again nearing 
2011 levels. T

his seem
ingly unstoppable erosion of past 

conservation gains is proof positive that the A
SM

F
C

’s 
antiquated, single species approach to m

anaging m
en-

haden, w
hich ignores im

pacts to predators and other 
fisheries, is by far the industry’s greatest asset and the 
recreational angler’s greatest foe.

This tiresom
e struggle is likely to continue until w

e 
com

e up w
ith a new

 w
ay to m

anage m
enhaden that ac-

counts for their w
orth in landings as w

ell as w
hen left 

in the sea, enabling the population to fully recover and 
return to its historic range. 

A path forw
ard for m

enhaden

The A
SM

FC
 is currently w

orking on new
 rulem

aking, 
know

n as A
m

endm
ent 3, w

hich w
ould finally establish 

the ground rules necessary to m
anage m

enhaden to 
m

eet the needs of both com
m

ercial fisherm
en and the 

m
enhaden’s m

any predators. A
m

endm
ent 3 w

ould set 
the bar for m

enhaden recovery based on how
 m

uch m
en-

haden are needed to keep striped bass, tarpon, osprey 
and other species healthy. If the m

enhaden population 
w

ere to drop below
 a level thought to jeopardize its abil-

ity to recover and support healthy predator populations, 
then the com

m
ercial m

enhaden fishery’s quota w
ould be 

reduced until the m
enhaden population could recover.

T
his option m

eans the A
SM

F
C

 w
ill m

anage m
enha-

den for their role as prey based on w
idely-applicable 

guidelines supported by num
erous peer-review

ed stud-
ies. A

nd, long-term
, this option supports the develop-

m
ent of E

cological R
eference P

oints specific to A
tlantic 

m
enhaden, w

hich are expected to take at least several 
m

ore years for the A
SM

F
C

’s W
orking G

roup to develop.
Such ecosystem

-based m
anagem

ent w
ould finally 

m
ean that m

enhaden are given the respect that they 
deserve. B

ut, just like in 2012, none of this is going to 
happen w

ithout strong public support. A
nd no com

m
u-

nity has m
ore invested, m

ore to gain or lose, and m
ore 

to say than recreational fisherm
en.

Take the pledge; heed the call

T
he A

SM
F

C
 m

et A
ug. 1-3 to approve draft A

m
end-

m
ent 3 for public com

m
ent. A

nd it’s this input that 
w

ill w
eigh heavy on the A

SM
F

C
 com

e N
ov. 14, w

hen 
the com

m
ission m

eets near B
altim

ore, M
D

, to finalize 
A

m
endm

ent 3 and set the course for the future of m
en-

haden.
A

nglers like us w
ho care about gam

e fish from
 striped 

bass to tarpon should raise a battle cry in support of 
m

enhaden-specific E
R

P
s w

ith interim
 use of 75 percent 

target, 40 percent threshold. W
e should pledge to share 

our m
essage and others like it far and w

ide, speak up at 
our local public hearings and subm

it w
ritten com

m
ents 

on the record this fall.
P

ogy are knocking. W
ill you heed the call?
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T
he kids show

ed the pros at the con-
current H

ook &
 B

ones R
edfish O

pen 
in Sw

ansboro, N
.C

., how
 to catch big 

fish during the second annual C
C

A
 N

C
 

F
ishing for the F

uture youth contest.
R

yder H
earn caught a m

onstrous 32 
1/2-inch redfish to w

in the “U
nder 12” 

category w
hile Scarlett F

utrell  hauled 
in the “L

ady A
ngler” (perhaps m

ore ap-
propriately nam

ed the L
ittle G

irl) title 
w

ith a 22 1/4-inch redfish. 
T

hese w
ere just tw

o of 119 young 
fishers w

ho com
peted in the half-day 

tournam
ent, said C

C
A

 N
C

 B
oard M

em
-

ber Shelley Sm
ith and co-chair of the 

tournam
ent. T

his year’s turnout nearly 
quadrupled the 34 entrants in the in-
augural year of the tournam

ent, w
hich 

testifies to its popularity, she added.
“W

e had a great turnout and I’m
 hap-

py so m
any kids participated in this free 

event,” Sm
ith said. “W

e are incredibly 
excited about getting kids outdoors and 
‘hooked’ on A

m
erica’s prem

ier heritage 
sport. A

s recreational anglers, w
e un-

derstand fishing teaches our children 
patience, builds self-esteem

 and pro-
vides quality tim

e w
ith fam

ily.”
C

C
A

 N
C

 C
hairm

an B
ud A

bbott add-
ed, “T

he annual tournam
ent provides 

an opportunity to show
 the coastal com

-
m

unities, its citizens, the participating 
children and their fam

ilies that C
C

A
 

N
C

 is first a conservation group leading 
the effort to restore our fisheries for fu-
ture generations and curtailing the use 
of destructive gears that m

ost states 
have already banned.”

O
ne father liked the w

hole experience 
for his sons so m

uch that he asked about 
next year’s date so he could plan the an-
nual fam

ily beach vacation around the 
event. “T

his w
as a w

onderful statem
ent 

about the tournam
ent,” Sm

ith said.
B

esides being free to all children un-
der 18, the tournam

ent w
as com

pletely 
“catch and release,” Sm

ith explained. 
K

ids w
ere given cell phone num

bers to 
text in their pictures alongside a ruler. 
“O

ne young angler caught 38 fish w
ith 

seven different species represented, she 
added.

T
he tournam

ent could not have been 
held w

ithout the am
azing support of 

m
any local and state sponsors, she said. 

“W
ith the generous donations in both 

cash and goods, w
e w

ere able to provide 
all the kids w

ho registered w
ith a sw

ag 
bucket. T

hese five-gallon buckets w
ere 

professionally w
rapped w

ith the tour-
nam

ent logo and the m
ajor sponsors’ 

logos.” A
nd a large bucket w

as needed 
to hold all the donated gear. 

“In each bucket w
as a hat, t-shirt, 

fishing pole, fish grips, stickers for lo-
cal tackle and clothing com

panies, dip 
nets, sm

all toys, circle hook brochures, a 
free N

ew
 T

ide youth C
C

A
 m

em
bership, 

a bag of plastic bait, D
M

F
 tackle box-

es w
ith tackle, and other sm

all item
s,” 

Sm
ith explained. 

Above left, Seth M
organ show

s off 
his redfish, good enough for second 
place at the CCA N

C Fishing for the 
Future youth contest. Above, kids 
learn about various m

arine critters 
on display from

 D
r. Joel Fodrie’s 

U
N

C Institute of M
arine Science. 

Left,  Beasley Sew
ell (3) headed out 

to fish w
ith his grandfather.



you next have to understand the ev-
er-changing scheduling process. Y

ou get 
to know

 the legislative assistants very 
w

ell as you m
ove around trying to catch 

even a few
 m

inutes w
ith the “electeds.” 

M
eetings set w

ith legislators are often 
canceled 

as 
com

m
ittee 

m
eetings 

pop 
onto the schedule w

ithout w
arning or 

party leaders call for unscheduled cau-
cus gatherings.

A
ttending com

m
ittee m

eetings often 
m

eans packing a room
 w

ith other lobby-
ists w

ho seem
 to outnum

ber legislators 
10-1. (I think the num

ber is really closer 
to 6-1.) Sitting in one of these m

eetings, 
you w

itness just how
 dom

inant the m
a-

jority party really is during the public 
law

m
aking process. O

pposition to bills 
favored by the party in pow

er is futile. 
P

ow
erful com

m
ittee chairs readily dis-

m
iss or ignore D

em
ocrat opposition. It’s 

very clear that the outcom
e for proposed 

bills has m
ost often already been decided 

behind the closed doors of the R
epubli-

can caucus.
L

obbying legislators for their support 
of coastal fisheries issues is in itself a 
pretty challenging task. Y

ou have to first 
understand that legislators get sw

am
ped 

by hundreds of proposed bills during a 
long session and they have m

ultitudes of 
people com

peting for their tim
e to sup-

port each cause. 
I learned early on that m

ost legislators 
com

e to R
aleigh w

ith a pretty narrow
 

bandw
idth and coastal fishing is gener-

ally not at the top of m
ost lists. W

hen I 
w

as fortunate enough to grab a few
 m

in-
utes w

ith a legislator w
ho had not been 

prejudiced against conservation, he or 
she w

as alm
ost alw

ays sym
pathetic to 

our cause but reluctant to get actively in-
volved. It seem

s that com
ing to R

aleigh 
as a new

bie legislator m
ust carry w

ith 
it the universal w

arning – “D
o not get 

involved in the coastal fisheries debate!”
I assum

ed the G
eneral A

ssem
bly w

ould 
be filled w

ith confident, type-A
 personal-

ities, not afraid to m
ix it up on controver-

sial issues. I found the opposite to be true, 
how

ever. The overw
helm

ing m
ajority of 

legislators, probably 90 percent or m
ore, 

do not w
ant to get involved w

ith anything 
that could be potentially confrontational 
and dangerous to their reelection. 

M
y 

experience 
this 

year 
confirm

ed 
that legislative support for fisheries re-
form

 faces tw
o fairly large challenges. 

O
ne is the sheer volum

e of issues that 
our part-tim

e legislators try to deal w
ith 

each session. 
Tim

e 
is 

their 
biggest 

challenge. 
To 

handle all of the issues in an educated 
m

anner is difficult w
hen m

ost legislators 
com

e to R
aleigh on a Tuesday and leave 

on Thursday, and w
ant the long session 

com
pleted before the July Fourth holiday.

E
xperienced 

legislators 
m

ust 
form

 
confidences 

w
ith 

lobbyists 
and 

other 
representatives so they can share know

l-
edge on the m

any issues that require 
their favor or disapproval. 

T
his leads into the second, and per-

haps biggest challenge w
e face in bring-

ing about fisheries reform
 —

 m
ost leg-

islators w
ith any seniority have been 

bom
barded by the com

m
ercial fishing 

lobby for decades. 
T

he K
ool-A

id has been passed around 
the G

eneral A
ssem

bly for so long, m
ost 

just do not w
ant to deal w

ith it anym
ore. 

A
nd certain coastal legislators have been 

unduly influenced to support w
hatever 

position the com
m

ercial fishing industry 
tells them

 to.

T
he H

ouse W
ildlife R

esources C
om

-
m

ittee hearing on H
B

867 w
as a particu-

larly colorful exam
ple of this allegiance. 

F
irst, the com

m
ittee room

 w
as overrun 

by 
H

ouse 
m

em
bers 

not 
even 

on 
the 

com
m

ittee w
ho piled in to m

ake a case 
against H

B
867. R

ep. B
everly B

osw
ell 

m
ade a tearful appeal to the com

m
ittee 

to reject H
B

867 claim
ing it w

ould put 
com

m
ercial fisherm

en in her district on 
w

elfare. 
P

ressed for specific provisions in the 
bill that w

ould adversely affect com
m

er-
cial fisherm

en, she could cite none. Sam
e 

for R
eps. Speciale and P

ittm
an w

ho also 
opposed the bill for no specific reason oth-
er than the com

m
ercial fishing lobbyist 

told them
 to. A

nd that sam
e lobbyist ad-

dressed the com
m

ittee to oppose the leg-
islation but he too w

as unable to cite any 
specific provisions prim

arily because, as 
he adm

itted, he had not read the bill.
So, m

y im
pressions as a first-year lob-

byist boil dow
n to this: It’s hot in R

aleigh 
in the sum

m
er tim

e. Y
ou grab five m

in-
utes w

ith legislators w
hen and w

here you 
can. T

his m
eans you better have your el-

evator speech dow
n pat. Y

ou depend on 
your friendly legislators to spread sup-
port to their friends in the G

A
. 

L
egislators 

w
ill 

generally 
listen 

to 
their constituents w

ho m
ake the trip to 

R
aleigh to talk w

ith them
. O

thers, how
-

ever, are so dogm
atic that they w

ill nev-
er m

ove on a position. L
egislators do not 

read m
ost em

ails, although legislative 
aides som

etim
es scan them

. T
here are 

a lot of professional lobbyists in R
aleigh; 

few
 represent a single interest. 

Y
our cause w

ill go now
here w

ithout 
support of the m

ajority party leadership 
and even then it’s not certain. P

arti-
san politics are alive and flourishing in 
N

orth C
arolina.
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The H
ouse prepares for a light day on the calendar.
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B
row

n D
og H

osiery in B
urlington has 

joined C
C

A
 N

C
 in prom

oting solutions 
to fisheries m

anagem
ent that w

ill guar-
antee m

arine resources w
ill be available 

for future generations to enjoy, C
C

A
 N

C
 

C
hairm

an B
ud A

bbott announced.
T

he thrill of catching that elusive fish 
or w

atching your dog retrieve your first 
duck of the season is only one of the re-
w

ards of fishing and hunting, said C
al-

lum
 

B
row

n, 
president 

of 
B

row
n 

D
og 

H
osiery. “T

im
e spent w

ith fam
ily and 

friends, strengthening bonds as you expe-
rience the outdoors together, is the best 
rew

ard,” he added. “M
aking sure those 

opportunities are available for genera-
tions to com

e is one of our com
m

on goals.” 
“T

he w
ork of C

C
A

 N
C

 in prom
oting 

policies that w
ill help create long-term

, 
sustainable fisheries and resources in 
our state is vital to the future of recre-
ational fishing,” B

row
n believes. “B

row
n 

D
og H

osiery is com
m

itted to the w
ork of 

C
C

A
 N

C
.”

A
bbott said he w

as especially pleased 
to have a young, start-up entrepreneur 

like C
allum

 B
row

n join C
C

A
 as a spon-

sor. “N
ot only is his product different, 

but it’s great to see our values exhibited 
by the next generation of businessm

en 
in the state.”

A
s a C

C
A

 N
C

 sponsor, B
row

n’s com
-

pany 
has 

provided 
unique 

socks 
for 

m
any association events. P

articipants in 
the recent 3rd A

nnual C
C

A
 N

C
 Sports-

m
an’s C

onservation L
egacy Shootout re-

ceived B
row

n D
og socks. Socks w

ere also 
donated to silent auctions at the organi-
zation’s 

annual 
fundraising 

banquets 
and fishing tournam

ent. 

“O
ur com

pany w
as started around the 

idea that you don’t have to forget your 
great w

eekend fishing trip w
hen M

on-
day m

orning rolls around. Y
ou love your 

job, but you live for outdoor adventures,” 
B

row
n said.  “B

row
n D

og H
osiery cre-

ates socks that allow
 you to w

ear your 
passions.” 

T
he dress socks produced by B

row
n 

D
og H

osiery feature fish, fishing flies, 
ducks, shotgun shells, and of course, 
hunting dogs.

B
row

n started B
row

n D
og H

osiery in 
early 2017 after seeing a need for unique 
dress-casual 

socks 
that 

outdoorsm
en 

could w
ear to w

ork or other events. H
e 

has 13 years of experience in the sock 
industry and is a co-ow

ner of P
roF

eet, a 
com

pany that produces socks for a w
ide 

range of sports as w
ell as for the law

 en-
forcem

ent industry. 
T

he 
new

 
com

pany 
w

as 
nam

ed 
for 

B
row

n’s B
oykin spaniel puppy. B

row
n 

D
og’s socks offer a quality and com

fort 
level above the average dress sock, he 
said.

H
utchinson quits retirem

ent for C
CA

 cause
By Rip W

oodin
CCA NC Editor

C
lark H

utchinson alw
ays has had a 

cause, a challenge, in his life. Som
ething 

m
ore potent than coffee to get him

 going 
in the m

orning.
A

fter nearly a year of retirem
ent, he 

has both a real cause and certainly a 
challenge as the new

 E
astern R

egional 
D

irector of C
C

A
 N

C
. “I’ve alw

ays had a 
cause,” the P

ine K
noll Shores resident 

explained. “W
hen I w

as w
orking for the 

governm
ent, m

y cause w
as doing the 

best job I could so the guys at the pointy 
end of the spear had w

hat they needed 
to do their job.”

C
lark w

orked 35 years for the N
aval 

A
ir System

s C
om

m
and at M

C
A

S C
herry 

P
oint as a program

 m
anager on various 

aspects of N
aval and M

arine C
orps avia-

tion program
s. A

fter leaving the govern-
m

ent job in 2006, he m
oved to a private 

com
pany, P

recise System
s, Inc., doing 

aviation support w
ork.

“T
he job I enjoyed m

ost w
as being 

the C
/ K

C
-130 program

 
m

anager,” 
he 

recalled. 
H

e m
anaged the logis-

tical, 
engineering 

and 
m

odification 
program

s 
for 

the 
full 

inventory 
of 

79 
C

-130 
transport 

planes used by the N
avy 

and M
arine C

orps.
A

fter 
spending 

10 
years w

ith a private contractor, H
utchin-

son retired last O
ctober. 

“I took 11 m
onths off to enjoy not w

ork-
ing for the first tim

e in 50 years,” he said. 
“B

ut I w
anted and needed a cause. I’d 

w
ake up and ask ‘how

 am
 I connected to 

the larger w
orld?’” 

W
hen D

r. C
allie F

reem
an left the C

C
A

 
N

C
 job because of fam

ily needs, H
utchin-

son saw
 an opportunity. “I’ve alw

ays had 
a passion for recreational fishing,” the 
form

er 
licensed 

captain 
explained. 

“I 
started talking to cohorts w

hen the job 
cam

e open, then I stuck up m
y hand.”

Sw
itching from

 m
aintaining airplanes 

to conserving fisheries, m
ight seem

 a 

m
ajor career change except for C

lark’s 
other passion, shooting sporting clays. 

A
s a m

aster class shooter in national 
com

petitions, H
utchinson and a friend 

created the N
.C

. Sporting C
lays A

sso-
ciation in the early 2000s so he has ex-
perience w

ith starting and building a 
non-profit organization from

 the ground 
up. H

is job as C
C

A
 N

C
’s regional director 

w
ill be building program

s and grow
ing 

m
em

bership, just w
hat he did as presi-

dent of N
.C

. Sporting C
lays. 

H
is top priority w

ill be “to bolster cur-
rent chapters as best I can, w

ork w
ith all 

the viable netw
orks in place and provide 

outreach to areas w
here w

e’re under 
represented.”

H
utchinson w

ants to energize the typi-
cal recreational fisherm

an w
ho know

s lit-
tle about C

C
A

 N
C

 or the declining num
-

bers of the state’s shellfish and m
arine 

resources. 
“A

ll 
the 

average 
fisherm

an 
w

ants to know
 is w

here the fish are. W
e 

have to convince them
 that w

ithout their 
support, there m

ight not be som
ething to 

catch in the future,” he said. 
H

utchinson can be reached via em
ail at 

clark@
ccanc.org.

C
C

A
 

N
C

 
E

xecutive 
D

irector 
D

avid 
Sneed said he w

as very pleased to find 
som

eone w
ith H

utchinson’s credentials. 
“H

is m
anagem

ent background com
bined 

w
ith his passion for saltw

ater fishing and 
experience grow

ing a non-profit organiza-
tion w

ill contribute greatly to spreading 
C

C
A

 N
C

s m
essage of conserving our m

a-
rine resources for everyone’s use, includ-
ing future generations.”

H
utchinson’s eastern region includes 

all the area east of I-95. “W
e hated to 

lose C
allie F

reem
an because she did a 

terrific job on rejuvenating the C
rystal 

C
oast banquet and starting a hugely 

successful kids’ fishing tournam
ent in 

Sw
ansboro,” 

Sneed 
continued. 

“B
ut 

I 
know

 C
lark w

ill continue the grow
th she 

started.”
T

odd Sham
el rem

ains the w
estern re-

gional director of C
C

A
 N

C
 covering all 

the state from
 R

aleigh w
estw

ard includ-
ing C

harlotte.

Burlington sock com
pany joins m

arine conservation partnership

H
UTCH

IN
SO

N

Callum
 Brow

n, w
ith his Boykin 

spaniel puppy, joined as a 
conservation partner w

ith CCA N
C.
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Above, a shooter takes aim
 a sporting clay rapidly fleeing into 

the distance during third annual Sportsm
an’s Conservation 

Legacy Shootout held in August at D
rake Landing. Above right, 

D
avid Sneed, left, congratulates the w

inning team
 of O

zza Tysor, 
Buck Tysor, D

ickie Jones and Clyde Burke. Grady-W
hite Boats 

of Greenville, a perennially top-three team
, took second place. 

Individual w
inners included Clark H

utchinson and top Lady 
Shooter, Coley Cordeiro.

Shooters have a blast at annual fundraiser
Shotgun 

blasts 
echoed 

in 
the 

w
oods 

at 
D

rake 
L

and-
ing near A

pex in late A
ugust 

w
hen C

C
A

 N
C

 staged its third 
annual 

Sportsm
an’s 

C
onser-

vation L
egacy Shootout w

on 
by T

eam
 T

ysor.
N

ew
 L

ife M
em

ber O
zza T

y-
sor led his four-m

an team
 to 

first place w
ith a com

bined 
score of 159. B

esides T
ysor, 

the team
 included B

uck T
y-

sor, D
ickie Jones and C

lyde 
B

urke.
G

rady-W
hite 

B
oats 

of 
G

reenville, a perennially top-
three team

, took second place 
led by sharpshooting captain 
Joey W

eller and Steve C
am

p 
w

ho also tied for high individ-
ual honors w

ith a total of 45. 
O

ther 
G

rady-W
hite 

shooters 
w

ere 
Jim

 
H

ardin 
and 

D
ale 

B
rantley.
T

hird place w
ent to G

reen-
ville’s 

B
yrd 

H
unters 

team
 

led by C
lark H

utchinson w
ho 

tied w
ith Steve C

am
p for the 

individual 
honors 

and 
took 

the overall cham
pionship in a 

shootout w
ith C

am
p. T

he B
yrd 

H
unters team

 has also placed 
in the top three all three years 
of the Shootout and includ-
ed top shooters D

ick B
ram

e, 
C

huck 
L

aughridge, 
C

lark 
H

utchinson and Sm
oot C

ar-
ter.T

his year saw
 the first all-

youth team
 of four young m

en 
all 18 years old or younger. 
T

he 
team

 
of 

Q
uentin 

C
ain, 

R
eed W

heless, R
ollie T

illm
an 

IV
 and W

ill R
ogers gave the 

old guys a run for their m
on-

ey w
ith a respectable score of 

112. A
ll of our youth shooters 

w
ere recognized w

ith prizes at 
the end of the day.

C
oley 

C
ordeiro 

took 
L

ady 
Shooter honors.

Sm
oot C

arter took the top 
Side-by-Side 

Shooter 
honors 

w
ith a score of 35.
T

his 
year’s 

shootout 
fea-

tured 
the 

use 
of 

the 
L

ew
is 

Scoring 
System

 
to 

provide 
m

ore shooters the opportunity 
to participate in the shoot off 
finale and to aw

ard m
ore priz-

es. T
he first flight featured a 

shoot-off betw
een the top tw

o 
individual 

shooters, 
C

lark 
H

utchinson and Steve C
am

p, 
w

ith H
utchinson w

inning the 
shoot-off.

T
he second flight shoot-off 

saw
 

C
lyde 

B
urke 

w
in 

over 
M

ike 
P

ittard. 
Joe 

F
orehand 

defeated 
D

avid 
M

ason 
in 

the third flight finale. In the 

fourth 
flight, 

Jim
 

H
ardin 

outshot 
K

endall 
M

ayo 
and 

R
ob H

ughes claim
ed the fifth 

flight title over W
ill R

ogers. 
A

nd R
obert H

ughes took the 
sixth 

flight 
by 

outgunning 
P

erry B
ullard.

C
C

A
 N

C
 thanks P

resenting 
Sponsors 

R
egulator 

M
arine 

and T
arheel B

oatw
orks, and 

G
old 

L
evel 

Sponsor 
G

rady-
W

hite B
oats. B

eer w
as pro-

vided by Sw
eetw

ater B
rew

ing 
C

om
pany.

T
he 

A
m

erican 
F

ishing 
T

ackle C
om

pany and Sim
m

s 
F

ishing 
P

roducts 
furnished 

gifts 
for 

new
 

L
ife 

M
em

bers 
w

ho joined at the Shootout. 
Special 

thanks 
to 

B
row

n 
D

og 
H

osiery 
of 

B
urlington 

for giving sam
ples of its line 

of 
m

en’s 
outdoor 

sporting 
them

ed dress socks to all of 
this year’s participants.

Photo by David Sneed

M
F

C
 from

 com
m

ercial to pro-resource; 
w

e have been very successful. 
W

e w
ill continue w

orking to im
prove 

the pro-resource actions of the M
F

C
 w

ith 
suggestions for stronger conservation ef-
forts w

hile supporting the pro-resource 
com

m
issioners.  

W
e need every reader to support C

C
A

 
N

C
 w

ith your voice and a m
em

bership.  
T

he m
ore voices and m

em
bers w

e have, 
the better our results w

ill be in restoring 

our fisheries.
M

y 
leadership 

roles 
as 

president, 
2014-2015, 

and 
chairm

an, 
2016-2017, 

are quickly com
ing to an end. I w

ant to 
personally thank every one of our direc-
tors, officers, m

em
bers, L

ife M
em

bers, 
sponsors, donors and readers for your 
support over the last four years. 

Y
ou have helped C

C
A

 N
C

 grow
 to new

 
heights and fight new

 battles to restore 
our fish stocks for future generations of 
citizens in N

orth C
arolina. 

P
lease continue to support our efforts 

and challenge the incom
ing leadership 

to do m
ore to conserve our coastal re-

sources.

M
ISPLACED

From
 Page 4

Photo by Todd Sham
el
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M

aster’s candidate earns scholarship
By Rip W

oodin
CCA NC Editor

C
C

A
 

N
C

 
gave 

it 
annual 

$2,000 
scholarship 

to 
O

livia 
C

aretti of M
aryland, a second 

year m
aster’s candidate at N

.C
. 

State U
niversity, board m

em
-

ber and scholarship chairm
an 

B
ill M

andulak announced in 
A

ugust.
C

aretti said she w
ill use the 

grant to buy a com
puter that 

w
ill analyze the value of the 

state’s oyster planting program
 

on fisheries. 
She’s 

studying 
substrate 

m
aterial used to construct the 

reefs and how
 it attracts then 

grow
s fish. A

 question is w
heth-

er lim
estone m

arl or old oyster 
shells are the best m

aterials for 
the m

anm
ade reefs. She w

ants 
to 

test 
w

hether 
the 

planted 
oyster cultures create m

ore fish 
during the tw

o to three years it 
takes them

 to m
ature.

C
aretti is also experim

ent-
ing 

w
ith 

an 
underw

ater 
m

i-
crophone to record various fish 
sounds that w

ill enable her to 
identify the fish that are using 
the reefs. W

ithout the m
icro-

phone, the only w
ay to know

 
is to harvest the fish w

ith gill 
nets or traps, she said.

T
he 

eight 
study 

sites 
are 

near 
Sw

an 
Q

uarter 
in 

the 
southw

est area of the P
am

lico 
Sound.

Sep. 28: Onslow Bay Chapter 
Banquet, Swansboro Rotary 
Club Civic Center, 1104 Main 
St. Ext., Swansboro, 919-781-
3474.

Oct. 5: Charlotte Chapter 
Banquet, Alchemy at C3 Lab, 
2525 Distribution Street, Char-
lotte, 919-781-3474

Nov. 9: Triad Chapter Banquet, 
High Point Country Club, 800 
Country Club Drive, High Point

Nov. 15-16: N.C. Marine Fish-
eries Com

m
ission m

eeting, 
Hilton Garden Inn, 5353 N. 
Virginia Dare Trail, Kitty Hawk

Dec. 4-8: South Atlantic 
Fishery Managem

ent Council, 
Double Tree by Hilton, 2717 
W. Fort Macon Rd., Atlantic 
Beach

Dec. 7: Cape Fear Chapter Oys-
ter Roast, Wrightsville Beach 
Brewery, 24 Greenville Ave. 
W

ilmington, 803-546-8113

CCA N
C event 

schedule

O
fficial sunglasses
 of the CCA N

C

Scholarship Chairm
an Bill M

andulak, left, congratulates N
.C. 

State student O
livia Caretti for w

inning CCA N
C’s $2,000 

aw
ard.

Jacksonville w
ants to build an oyster 

highw
ay in the N

ew
 R

iver.
T

he city already has a few
 oyster reefs 

in the N
ew

 R
iver, but there is a 20-m

ile 
stretch that doesn’t have any. It runs from

 
Southw

est C
reek to Stone B

ay. T
he city’s 

Storm
 W

ater M
anager, P

at D
onovan-P

otts, 
said the oyster highw

ay w
ould help certain 

m
arine life survive in the river. She said 

that the reef w
ould also help filter the w

a-
ter in the river.

“Y
ou’ve got clean w

ater,” D
onovan-P

otts 
said. “W

e’ve got habitat for sm
all fish and 

shrim
p and crabs, w

hich are in our estuar-
ies. It’s just a w

in-w
in situation and w

ith 
none there (right now

), w
e just w

ant to 
build it back. W

e need to restore the river 
back to part of its original state.”

T
he city is w

orking w
ith the C

oastal 
C

onservation A
ssociation and the N

orth 
C

arolina W
ildlife H

abitat F
oundation to 

raise the m
oney for the project. It is ex-

pected to cost betw
een $600,000-$700,000. 

B
oth organizations are m

eeting w
ith state 

legislators and other state agencies to raise 
the m

oney.

W
in big w

ith raffle

T
he C

C
A

 N
C

 board of directors has 
decided to extend the opportunity to 
purchase a $100 raffle ticket through 
the fall banquets if necessary to sell 
all 1,000 raffle tickets.

 If all 1,000 tickets are sold, a tick-
et holder could have a one in 1,000 
chance to w

in $40,000. T
he rem

aining 
$60,000 w

ill go to support coastal con-
servation and habitat enhancem

ent 
here in N

orth C
arolina.

‘O
yster highw

ay’ considered
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G

ood spring, sum
m

er
fishing bodes well 
for great fall season

By Rip W
oodin

CCA NC Editor

T
he 2017 fishing season has been out-

standing and is only going to get better 
w

ith an epic trout bite as the fall season 
rapidly approaches, say three veteran 
fishing guides from

 Sw
an Q

uarter south 
to Snead’s F

erry.
C

apt. G
reyson D

avis of Sw
an Q

uarter 
started off the spring catching rockfish 
(striped bass) in the A

lbem
arle Sound 

and L
ow

er R
oanoke R

iver m
ostly tar-

geting stum
p fields w

ith stick baits as 
w

ell as cut bait fishing the m
outh of 

the R
oanoke. “I sw

itched gears in early 
A

pril, m
issing the best tim

e to be on the 
R

oanoke, to com
e back to Sw

an Q
uarter 

and target the incom
ing schools of tro-

phy red drum
 in the sound as w

ell as in 
H

atteras and O
cracoke Inlets,” 

R
olling into M

ay, the red drum
 bite 

picked up in the P
am

lico Sound along 
w

ith a few
 chopper blues, som

e 10-15 
pounds, he said. “A

lso, tow
ards the end 

of the m
onth, this w

as the tim
e of year 

to start targeting incom
ing schools of fe-

m
ale roe trout.”
“W

e usually see the flounder show
 up 

the m
iddle of July and they w

ill stay in 
the sound and the river system

 till ear-
ly O

ctober. W
e target these fish on deep 

m
arsh points that have a sand bottom

 
off the ledge using soft plastic on an 
eighth- to quarter-ounce jig head.”

T
he big drum

 fishing also gets cranked 
up as these fish m

ake their annual run up 
the river system

s to spaw
n, D

avis said. 
“F

resh cut m
ullet or spot on the bottom

, 
targeting breaks and ledges is the key to 
catching trophy red drum

,” he said.
A

s for the fall, “I am
 predicting a 

trout bite for the ages. W
ithout a freeze 

in the past three or four years, these 
fish have been able to grow

 and repro-
duce. W

e w
ill start targeting these fish 

up the creeks right after the first frost 
using M

R
 17s or other assorted tw

itch 

baits,” C
apt. D

avis concluded.
M

orehead 
C

ity 
C

apt. 
T

om
 

R
oller 

said, “2017 has been one of the best 
all-around 

inshore 
fishing 

seasons 
I 

have experienced in m
y lifetim

e. W
hile 

nothing in particular is outstanding, w
e 

have, for the first tim
e in a decade, three 

good year classes of red drum
 present, 

excellent speckled trout fishing, excel-
lent estuarine striped bass and w

hat 
can be described as respectable inshore 
flounder fishing.”

Several things have com
e together 

to m
ake this season, he explained. A

 
m

ild w
inter allow

ed for good speckled 
trout survival; several good spaw

ns of 
red drum

 leading to decent num
bers 

of 3-year-old old upper slot fish; lots of 
2-year-old low

er to m
id slots and a ris-

ing year class of 1-year-old “rat” reds 
that could lead to a pretty epic 2018.

B
eing able to keep several flounder 

this sum
m

er w
as a far cry from

 the last 
few

 
years 

in 
w

hich 
keeper 

southern 
flounder 

w
ere 

virtually 
non-existent 

for hook and line anglers, R
oller said. 

T
here’s a very sim

ple answ
er to this and 

this leads m
e into reason three – som

e 
of the new

 regulations enacted by the 

2016 flounder supplem
ent have had a 

significant effect. W
hile a judge threw

 
out m

uch of the supplem
ent, w

hat re-
m

ains is the com
m

ercial 15-inch size 
lim

it and a m
inim

um
 gill net m

esh of 6 
inches, he said.

“A
 huge percentage of flounder gill 

netters caught w
ere under 15 inches, 

and m
any used m

uch sm
aller gill net 

m
esh. 

T
hese 

new
 

rules 
have 

forced 
m

any com
m

ercials out of the gill net 
gam

e since a lot of fisherm
en sim

ply 
don’t w

ant to m
ake new

 nets to catch 
less flounder,” R

oller said. T
he 6-inch 

m
esh also clearly allow

s a lot of sm
aller 

drum
, trout and striped bass to escape 

that w
ould otherw

ise be killed at m
uch 

sm
aller sizes. 

W
hile 

natural 
environm

ental 
condi-

tions w
ill alw

ays play a m
ajor com

ponent 
in our fishery, he acknow

ledged, “This 
year show

s it doesn’t take m
uch to im

-
prove the quality of our fishing. If a 30-
40 percent reduction in gill net effort can 
m

ake this big of an im
provem

ent, im
ag-

ine how
 good it could be if w

e rem
oved 100 

percent of estuarine flounder gill nets.” 
F

urther dow
n the coast in Snead’s F

er-
ry, C

apt. A
llen Jernigan said it’s hard to 

believe the sum
m

er is alm
ost gone. “W

e 
spent m

ost of our tim
e targeting speck-

led trout and redfish on the flats w
ith top 

w
ater plugs, F

lats Intruder Spoons and 
Saltw

ater A
ssassin plastics. W

hile it w
as 

not a record breaking sum
m

er in this 
area on speckled trout, w

e have caught 
fish and the tw

o biggest of the sum
m

er 
w

ere approaching eight pounds.”
C

apt. Jernigan laid som
e blam

e on in-
shore gill netting for the decline in trout 
around Snead’s F

erry. “G
ill net pres-

sure in the bays and creeks has a direct 
im

pact on the sum
m

ertim
e trout bite in 

a sm
all river system

 like the N
ew

 R
iv-

er,” he said. W
hile m

any creeks are clas-
sified as inland creeks, but w

ith little to 
no enforcem

ent of this rule, it only looks 
good on paper. R

esident speckled trout 
only m

ove a few
 m

iles from
 w

here they 
w

ere born tagging studies have show
n. 

“M
y favorite baits for those sum

m
er-

tim
e trout are Zara Super Spook Jr’s, 

M
irrO

lure 
She 

P
ups, 

Storm
 

Shrim
p 

and M
irrolure M

R
 17’s,” Jernigan said.

H
e said a bright note of the sum

-
m

er w
as the availability of black drum

 
on the flats. “It seem

s the regulations 
put on black drum

 a couple years ago 
m

ay be paying off. W
e had several nice 

schools of 3-9 pound black drum
 that 

hung around a couple m
onths before 

they w
ere targeted by strike netters.”

 H
e likes to target flounder on hook 

and line w
ith soft plastics from

 tim
e to 

tim
e inshore and m

ost days this sum
-

m
er it w

as a size gam
e. “It seem

ed the 
keeper ratio w

as 1:8 w
ith lots of fish in 

that 12-14 inch range. I saw
 that a lot 

w
hile gigging also. T

here w
ere alw

ays 
lots of sm

all fish; w
hy does it seem

 they 
never grow

 up in N
.C

.?”
C

apt. Jernigan is also looking forw
ard 

to the fall run of speckled trout, reds and 
flounder. “O

ne of m
y favorite m

onths of 
the year inshore is N

ovem
ber. A

s the 
w

ater cools, you w
ant to be fishing drop 

offs, ledges, potholes and of course near 
the inlets as the specks m

ove in. 

Guide Brian H
orsley hunts false albacore w

ith clients near Cape Lookout.
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