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To: Chairman Corbett, fellow Commissioners, Director Braxton
Re: CCA NC Public Comment on the Central-Southern Management Area for
Estuarine Striped Bass
The rationale for the following recommendations is based on the depleted state of the
Central Region striped bass and the continued overfishing. There is abundant data from
five independent studies, data from the Division of Marine Fisheries, and data the
Wildlife Resource Commission that document the truncated nature of this fishery.
While there may not have been a formal declaration of overfishing or overfished status,
there is no doubt as to the state of these fish. There are no mature striped bass to fulfill
the objective of the Fisheries Management Plan, which is to achieve a self-sustaining
stock. Doing a stock assessment will add little information and a traditional stock
assessment on stocked fish may not “fit the mold.” By any measure a stock which has
been exploited to where there are no mature fish due to fishing and fishing continues
unabated is overfished and overfishing continues.
It makes little sense economically to spend $750,000 on a stocking program that
benefits the commercial industry to a dockside revenue of $60,000. If the MFC and
DMF allows this overfishing to continue, it will likely result in the agency which stocks
the fish to discontinue the program.
CCA NC strongly urges the following four immediate emergency conservation
measures to be implemented in the CSMA to allow striped bass to mature and thus
make these populations self-sustaining.
1. Temporarily change the annual commercial fishing quota to 5,000 lbs to be
managed under existing management rules until the stock recovers to half its
historic biomass and the age structure has filled out. Quota overages are to be
subtracted from the following year’s quota. In the shad fishery, allow striped
bass to be sold as bycatch until the quota is met.
2. Temporarily prohibit all anchored gill nets upstream of the ferry routes on the
Neuse and Tar rivers (Minnesott Beach and Bayview/Aurora ferries).
3. Temporarily change the recreational fishing size to complement WRC
regulations in inland waters until the next FMP
4. Implement an educational program directed at recreational fishermen that:
a. Encourages the release of all striped bass
b. Best release practices
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c. Discourage the catch and release striped bass fishery when water temperatures
warm above 77oF
These measures should be implemented through proclamation by the Fisheries Director.
These measures address all four major mortality threats. As the stocks recover, failure to address
the bycatch issues will undoubtedly increase dead discards and delay or prevent recovery. For
example if the stock increases 10 fold the bycatch would significantly increase without removing
gill nets.

Sincerely
Chris Elkins PhD
President, CCA NC

